A piece of logging history
) IS moving from
£ % TimberWest's

Mamaimo Lakes property to the
BC Forest Museum near
Duncan,

Crews from Timberwest
and the museum are relocating
the “whistle farm,” where
legendary engineer and inventor
Robert Swanson tested his air
homs and whistles from the late
"50)s down to recent fimes.
Swanson, who passed away last
year, is best-known for Vancou-
ver's “0 Canada homs,” which
blast out the first four notes of
the national anthem every day at
noon. He also designed the
famous Gastown steam clock.

The whistle farm is located
wesl of Second Lake, close to
the First Lake logging camp.
Swanson leased the site because
the acoustics were excellent for
testing his inventions.

Bob Beard, South Island
region vice-president, says
people who worked at Nanaimo
Lakes in the "60s have told him
of hearing the sound of homs
and whistle tests echoing
through the forest. “You could

Bob Beard (left) of TimberWest and Vern
Wellburn of BOCFM inspect horns at the
whistle farm, Nanaimo Lakes.
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hear them quite clearly.
K's a narrow valley.”

When Swanson
died in 1994, the lease
on the whistle farm
reverted back to
TimberWest.

Bill Challenger,
president of the
company Swanson
helped create —
Airchime Manufactur-
ers Co, Ltd. in Burnaby
— says the farm’s 1914
boiler still works: “It's
something right out of
the steam era. There’s
nothing like it any-
where in the world.”

He says Airchime
has no need for the
remote test facilily
because the company
has a special sound-proal
chamber in Burnaby for testing
homs and whistles. Instead of
demolishing the unigque, ram-
shackle old farm, Timberwest
has donated the works to the BC
Forest Museum in Duncan.

Museum staff will move
the more {ragile pieces from the
farm, while Timberwest crews
will move the heavier
equipment such as the
boiler,

Museum manager
Mike Osbom says he is
“guite ecstatic” to get the
farm fixtures. *The
whistle farm tells an
unknown but important
story,” he says. “lt
represents the impact
individuals can have on
the forest industry.”

Swanson, a prolific
i and energetic inventor,
had considerable impact
il on the forest industry
during his life. He
invented a fail-safe air
brake system for logging
trucks which has been
adopted as the standard

At the whistle farm: Bob Swanson prepares for a test.

all over North America. As well,
he got the idea for the runaway
lanes for trucks seen throughout
BC.

As the provincial govern-
ment’s chief railway safety
inspector, Swanson wrote the
Railway Code of British Colum-
hia at a time when the logging
industry relied heavily on steam
and diesel locomotives.

He also designed air
whistles for the new generation
of diesel-glectric locomotives so
that the new trains would sound
more like steam engines. It was a
safety measure designed to
prevent confusion, as the early
diesel train engines used horns
that sounded like trucks. &
(For more on Robert Swanson,
see page 10.)

TW donates papers to archives

TimberWest has donated both
cash and valuable records to
the Campbell River Museum's
archives collection on logging,
making the collection one of
the most extensive.

Timber cruiser Geofl
Sanvido, on behalf of
TimberWest, donated cruise
records from the 1920s and
30s. The records were on the
holdings of the International
Timber Company, which began
operations here in 1909, They
provide detailed information
on rail lines, harvest schedules

and species mix.

The records neatly com-
plement the already extensive
holdings of the archives on the
Elk River Timber Company, a
major employer in the area.
Elk River Timber was sold o
B.C. Forest Products in 1980,
and BCFP was purchased by
Fletcher Challenge in 1987,
becoming TimberWest in 1993,

TimberWest has also
donated 512,000} to the mu-
seum, $10,000 to the building
fund, and $2,000 for archival
care, 4
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